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Reverend SIX, 
H1S Sermon, publiſhed at the 
requeſt of er perſons who 
heard it, is, with the utmoſt deference, 
ſubmitted to your Judgment. This I 
do the more willingly, as knowing that 
you are neither apt to find fault, nor 
haſty in cenſuring any perform ance, 
which you have reaſon to believe well 
intended. Give me leave, Sir, to aſ- 
ſure you, that my intention was ſuch, 
and, I hope, that this will be admitted 
as an excuſe for any imperfection 1 in the 
diſcourſe. 
Here, I might juſtly expatiate ON 
the many eminent virtues with which 
you are endued, ſuch as tenderneſs and 
A 2 com- 


41 
compaſſion for the unfortunate, and 
readineſs to help all who ſtand in any 
need of your aſſiſtance. But ] forbear, 
knowing that minds like yours, feel 
more pleaſure in doing good actions, 
than in hearing encomiums on them. 
However, I, who have had ſuch great 
experience of your candor and gene- 
roſity, cannot, without being — 3 of 
the breach of gratitude, paſs over, in 
ſilence, the repeated favours which yau 
have ſo bountifully beſtowed on me, 
ſince I have had the honour to aſſiſt 
you in the miniſtry. 


I am, 
Wa SIR, 
Vit the moſt real and unfeigned regard, 
Your moſt obliged, and 
Moll faithful humble Servant, 


- 


THOMAS SMITH. 


Marr. vii. 12, 


Whatfoever ye would that men ſhould do to you, 
do ye even ſo to them, for this is the law and 


* 


the prophets. 


Hs rule of doing to others as 
ve would they ſhould do to us, is 
BE fo reaſonable and juſt in itſelf, 
chat unleſs men are vitiated, 
through the prevailing power 
of ſelt-love, or prejudiced in 
| favour of ſome avaricious or 
darling paſſion, they muſt readily conſent to 
the equitableneſs of this duty, and without any 
doubts or ſcruples immediately ſet about the 
performance of it. This benevolent precept of 
our bleſſed Saviour is wrote in every man's 
breaſt, is ſo plain and legible, that it needs no 
comment, nor wants any other interpreter than 
his own preſſing exigencies and continual ne- 


ceſſities to explain and enforce the obligation. 


Moreover, this rule of equity is founded on 
the immutable law of juſtice, which is the 


ſupreme virtue of human life, and moſt re- 


ſplendent glory of our intellectual nature, and 


comes 


(6] 
comes up gradually to reſemble, in a degree, 
the glorious attributes of the Deity ; by it we 
are commanded to do what reaſon requires, 
and omit no duty that it enjoins ; for then we 
ſhall be enabled to practice both our civil and 
domeſtic concerns with peace, tranquility, and 
applauſe. Acting as we ought, in theſe diffe- 
rent ſtations of life, we ſhall procure the ap- 
probation of all with whom we have to do, and 
be able to maintain a good underſtanding a- 
mong men. TR 

The dealing by one another 'as this law of 
right directs, will procure ſuch a delightful 
harmony among rational and intelligent beings, 
as will recommend us to the unerring Diſtri- 
buter of all things, and make us acceptable ta 
the ſupreme Lord of univerſal nature, who go+ 
verns the world in righteouſneſs, and will fi- 
nally adminifter the laws of truth with equity 
and impartiality : So that according to the opi- 
nion of our Divine Legiflator, he only ſhould 
be reputed truly religious who is the moſt righte- 
ous, for chriſtian righteouſnefs is not to be mea- 
fured by the rigour of the law, but by that ge- 
neral rule of equity delivered by the juſt and 
merciful Redeemer of the world, * whatſoever 


4 


* For God, as Dr. Scot obſerves, is invariably inclined 
to do all that right reaſon obliges him to, by the eflentia} 
rectitude of his own nature; and herein conſiſts all his mo- 
ral perfections, which is nothing elſe but the immutable 
inclination of his nature to do whatever is juſt, good, and 
reaſonable ; ſo that while we live according to the eternal 
laws of morality, we trace and imitate the moral perfec - 

tions, 


| (7] 
ye would that men ſhould do to you, db ye even ſo 
to them, for this is the law and the prophets ; that 
is, true chriſtian love and benevolence is not 
confined to thoſe of our own party, nor re- 
ſtrained to the narrow limits of our family, but 
is communicated and alſo diſintereſted and free, 
without any guile or ſelfiſh views or advantage- 
ous deſigns, by ſerving others to ſerve ourſelves ; 
therefore, if we would act agreeably to the goſ- 
pel ſcheme, and the generous example of our 


munificent Maſter, we muſt do good to all, it 


matters not to whom, whether they are mem- 
bers of the ſame church, or of a contrary per- 
ſuaſion; be their differences what they will, 
they are men made after the ſimilitude of God, 
and ranſomed with the precious blood of Chriſt; 

| for 


tions of God, and we live in our place and ſtation, at the 


ſame rate, and by the ſame rule that God doth in his, 
We do as God himſelf would do, if he were in our place, 
and what the Son of God did do, when he was in our na- 
ture, and there is no difference between his life and ours. 
but what neceſſarily ariſes out of our different ſtates and re- 
lations. Vol. II. p. 59, 60. Edit. 10. 

Therefore, ſays this judicious divine, ſhould we erect to 
God a temple more magnificent than Solomon's, and' load 
his altars with thouſands of ſacrifices, and make it perpetu- 
ally ring with pſalms and reſounding choirs of hallelujahs, 
it would not be comparably ſo great an honour to him, as 
to convert your own ſouls into living temples, and make 


them the habitations of his glory and perfections: For he 


values no ſacrifices like thoſe of an obedient will, delights in 
no choir like that of pure and heavenly affections, nor hath 


God in all his creation an enſign of honour ſo truly worthy 


of him as that of a divine and godlike ſoul z a ſoul that 
reflects = image and ſhines his own glory upon him. 
P. 57 38. 0 ; 


| 


1 
\ 
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for which reaſons they are objects of our regard, 
and we ought not to with-hold any neceſſaries 
from them that we can conveniently ſpare, but 
render to every man his juſt due, and fo to or- 
der and proportion our charity as right reaſon 


' ſhall direct and require. Had this rule been 


ſtrictly obſerved, all that bigottry and ſuperſti- 


tion, all thoſe horrid rebellions and barbarous 


maſſacres which have ſtained the chriſtian world 
with blood, would have been entirely prevent- 
ed, and we ſhould have had no occaſion to com- 
memorate the mournful tragedy, which was act- 
ed on this. day, by wicked and blood-thirſty 
men, whom nothing would fatisfy but to im- 
brue their hands in the blood of their lawful 
ſovereign, and the utter deſtruction of monar- 
chy ; but leſt I ſhould create diſturbance in the 
breaſt of any one in this audience, by relating 
the deteſtable fact, I willingly draw a veil over 
the cruel and inhuman action, and proceed to 
ſhew, that it is wholly owing to our breaking 
in upon this unalterable law of right, and a diſ- 
regard to thoſe divine principles which the God 
of nature has .engraven on our ſouls, that this 
world is become the ſeat of anarchy and con- 
fuſion. 

All mankind are endued with a principle of 
reaſon and underſtanding, by the benevolent Au- 
thor of their beings, which will, by reflection, 
enable them to * diſcern the beauty of doing 

3 what 


If then he who reſembles God moſt, is likely to un- 
derſtand him beſt, it muſt be as archbiſhop Tilton ob- 
| erves 
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what is right, and acquaint them with the plea- 
ſure and ſatis faction, that muſt neceſſarily follow 
the conſtant and faithful diſcharge of it. This 
rule of truth and equity, is of fo extenſive a na- 
ture, that it deſcends from the throne to the 
cottage. It binds the prince to protect his ſub- 
jets, and keeps him from encroaching upon 
the liberties of his people. It ſecures the fub- 
ject in obedience to his prince, and makes him 
ſteadily to perſevere in his allegiance. 

This rule of action does not only adjuſt and 
ſettle our deportment towards one another, but 
it likewiſe prompts us, to the exerciſe of the ſe- 
veral duties we owe to God, our neighbour, 
and ourſelves, the violation of which rule, and 
acting in continual oppoſition to it, muſt una- 
voidably diſturb the beautiful order of nature, 
ſubvert the very being of ſociety, and change 
this ſtage of life into a theatre of ſtrife and 
contention ; by which means, no one will 
be able to keep his juſt rights, or to preſerve 
his legal property, any longer than till ano- 
ther, has it in his power to oppreſs him, 
or an opportunity by art, to force from him 
what he had a lawful right to detain, In thus 
| B 2 pre- 
ſerves, becauſe he finds thoſe perfections in ſome meaſure 
in himſelf, which he contemplates in the divine nature, and 
nothing gives a man ſo ſure a notion of divine things, as 
practice and experience, Every good man is in ſome de- 
gree partaker of the divine nature, and feels that in him- 
ſelf, which he conceives to be in God; ſo that this man 
does experience, what others do -but talk. of, he ſees the 


image of God in himſelf, and is able to diſcourſe of him, 


from an inward ſenſe and feeling of his excellency. Ser. 
Vol. III. P; 42. | 


— — . ˙¹ 


| 
| 
| 


is. * 
preverſly oppoſing the principles of religion, 


ue muſt of conſequence deſtroy God's moral go- 


vernment, and make this world a ſcene of fraud 
and oppreſſion, a true repreſentation of war and 
bloodſhed, where we ſhould behold all that good 
order and delightful harmony which had ſub- 
ſiſted among underſtanding creatures, torn up by 
civil feuds, inteſtine heats, and continual diſ- 
ſentions. This mult greatly grieve the humane 
heart, and ſenſibly afflict the benign peaceable 
foul, to ſec the inhabitants, of a once well re- 
gulated kingdom, become entire ſtrangers to 


the practice of righteouſneſs, and utterly un- 


acquainted with that tenderneſs and compaſ- 
ſion which we ought to have for one another. 
By means of theſe continual tumults, men diveſt 
themſelves of humanity, grow unconcerned for 
the loſs of thoſe invaluable bleſſings of peace 
and happineſs, which were enjoyed in times paſt, 
by obſerving the laws of juſtice and equity. 
Men, by abuſing the powers of their ſouls, 
and perverting the faculties of their bodies, are 
ſo intenſively buſted in the ſervice of iniquity, 
that they cannot. hearken to the powerful com- 
mands of truth. And 3 theſe faculties 


were beſtowed upon them, by the beneficent 


parent of the univerſe, to the intent that they 


ſhould be employed as inſtruments to promote 
ſobriety and temperance here, and uſed as 
means to prepare them for that ſtate of perfect 
bliſs and concord which exiſts eternally in the 


geek realms of futarity ; yet, they are in- 


uſtriouſly employed to ſupport the cauſe of 


iniquity, 


[11 ] 


iniquity, and to carry on the moſt pernicious 


defigns. Theſe things muſt be vaſtly diſpleaſing | 
to a truly rational mind, and very offenfive to i! 
that God ; whoſe delight is only among ſuch as 
live in unity, peace, and love, and in the con- | 
ſtant exerciſe. of all moral and ſocial virtues. 
From what has been faid, we may be tho- {1 
roughly convinced, ofthedreadful miſchietwhich 1 
enſues, when men depart from thelaws of reaſon; | 
and that all the wickedneſs in the world, muſt 1 
be entirely aſcribed to our not keeping the | 


ſenſative appetites under the power and direction 1 

thereof. Moreover, we frequently feel the fad 1 
effects of humouring our wild paſſions, and exer- 1 
ciſing illegal gratifications; becauſe they com- [| 
monly diſtract the foul, and put furious creatures, _— 
upon ſuch deſperate projects to obtain their inſati- N 
able deſires, as often makes the human ſpecies 
ſenſible of its terrible conſequences: therefore we 
ſhould be very aſſiduous in ſuppreſſing our ex- — 
orbitant appetites, and uſe all poſſible methods 1 
to reduce them to obedience, leſt they ſhould | 
get the aſcendant over our intellectual faculties, 
and dethrone the noble principles of reaſon; 
for when men have got looſe from the govern- 
ment of truth, they think themſelves under no 
obligation to obey its faithful admonitions, but 
are wholly at liberty to do whatever their ſin- 
ful luſts require, without paying any regard to 
the ſecret reproofs of conſcience. 

When the paſſions of men are once inflam- 
ed, they care not what acts of violence they 
'commit ; nor do revengeful ſpirits heed, how 

bs BS 2 outrageouſly 
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. outrageouſly they behave. towards their fellow- 


creatures, when bent upon purſuingtheirenvious 
intentions: Then they ruſh forward, like the 
horſe into the battle, not regarding either age 


or ſex, quality or rank, but trample on all be- 


fore them. So it is with a furious man, he 


makes no difference between the virtuous Rad 


prophane, nor pays any more reſpect to 

ſons of the higheſt dignity, than to hals in in 
the loweſt ſtation; if he can but diſcharge his 
malice upon the objects of his wrath, he va- 
lues not how cruel or inhuman the means are 
to obtain it. And though his barbarity does 
not always terminate in the ruin of ſuch only 


as are the mark of his angry reſentment ; yet, 


he is reſolved upon executing his direful diſ 
pleaſure, even at the expence and hazard of 
his own life. 

Theſe calamitous circumſtances men are 
frequently plunged into, by not ſubmitting to 
the forcible power of juſtice and equity. Like- 
wiſe, all that diſorder introduced into the 
mind, is occaſioned by the working of tu- 
multuous paſſions, and their rejecting the un- 
erring reports of truth, which are always ready 


to aſſiſt and inſtruct mankind i in every thing 


that makes for their peace and tranquility. 
From this ſource ariſes contempt. of the maje- 


ty of God. The want of reverence for the 
a 


cred laws of the deity, and all theſe wicked 


reſolutions, of not hearkening to, and obeying 
of, the divine commands. All which. evils, are 


the reſult of a diſobedient and rebellious mind. 


This 
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This is the ſpring from whence proceed blaſ- 
phemy and impiety, lying and perjury, toge- 
ther with that unnatural enmity which is too 
often carried on in private families, to the de- 
ſtruction not only of thoſe in being, but alſo 
to the ruin of their poſterity. It is for want of 
attending to, and complying with, the uner- 
ring injunctions of truth, that ambitious prin- 
ces commonly engage in war, and cruel ty- 
rants, by diſregarding its juſt and equitable pre- 
cepts, are encouraged to encounter the moſt 
barbarous enterprizes. The neglecting to ob- 
ſerve this ſacred director, is the cauſe that 
blood-thirſty emperors, have made ſuch ſlaugh- 
ter among men ; that public communities and 
kingdoms haye been depopulated, and the 
moſt beautiful and wealthy provinces redu- 
ced to ſo low a condition, that the ſmall num- 
ber of inhabitants left, were never able to re- 
cover their riches, or ſupport their former 
grandeur and glory. 

Reaſon * is the brighteſt perfection of the 
Deity, and chiefeſt excellency of the rational 


6 ſoul 3 


* For reaſon, ſays Dr. ScoT, being the glory and crown 
of human nature, hath a natural right to command and 
diſpoſe of its motions, to be the eye of its will, and the 
guide of its affections, the law of all its powers and acti- 
ons. And indeed for what other uſe ſerves the reaſon of a 
man, but to preſcribe rules to his unreaſonable affections, 
to light and direct them to their proper objects, as they are 
moving towards them, to moderate their exceſſes, to quick- 
en their defects, and to lead them on to true happineſs, in an 
even courſe, through all the wild mazes of popular miſtake, 
and unleſs it be thus employed, the man is reaſonable in 

| vain, 
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foul ; by this divine principle we are taught to 
exerciſe Juſtice and Equity; but if once this 
ray of the divinity in man is diſarmed of its 
power, then its authority is ſlighted and de- 
7 ſpiſed, 


vain, and his light is ſpent in an uſeleſs unprofitable blaze. 


It therefore we would arrive at our own perfection, it 
muſt be by following our reaſon, and ſubmitting all our 
aHecbions and appetites to its government. For what elſe 
can be the perfection of a rational nature, but to be per- 
fectly rational? and what is it to be perfectly rational, but 
to have our minds thoroughly inſtructed with the princi- 
ples of right reaſon, and our deſites, and inclinations regu- 
lated by them; for herein conſiſts the ſupreme perfection of 
men and angels, yea, and of God himſelf, the crown and 

lory of whoſe nature it is, that he always knows, and 


acts what is beſt and moſt reaſonable ; and when once our 


underſtanding is fo far enlightened, that it always diQates 
right reaſon to us, and our appetites and affections are ſo 
far ſubdued as that they always freely and chearfully com- 
plied with it, we have arrived at the heigat of our nature, 
and are commenced perfect men in Chriſt Jeſus. Chriſt. 
life, vol. II. chap. 1. p. 11, | | 
Let us not diſparage our reaſon, nor neglect the uſe of our 
underſtanding, but apply ourſelves. to this diſcerning faculty, 
and obey its ſacred dictates and unerring inſtructions. For 
divine revelation, ſays an eminent divine, doth not give men 
new faculties, but it propounds new objects to thoſe. facul- 
ties; ſo that when God reveals any thing to us, he reveals 


it to our underſtanding, that we may judge concerning it, 


that we may not believe every ſpirit, but try whether they 


de from him or no. Now that which hath ſpoiled the lives 


of many men, is their aſſenting to ſuch doctrines, as ne- 
ver came from the fountain of truth; therefore to preſerve 
our integrity, and keep to the truth, we muſt try the ſpi- 
rits, and compare the evidences men bring for what they 
aflert, which it is not poſſible to do, but by the uſe of our 
reaſon : For to be confident. and peremptory in any thing 
without reaſon, is nothing but obſtinacy of mind; where- 
as, if we diſcard reaſon, we level the beſt and moſt defira- 
ble doctrine in the world, wich the vaineſt -enthuſtaſm ; 
"LL now 
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ſpiſed, and the criminal takes the liberty to in- 
ulge his vicious inclinations, without ever li- 
miting the vehement deſires of nature. Thus 
he continues to humour his boiſterous paſſions, 


not 


now by the principles of reaſon, we are not to underſtand 
the grounds of any man's philoſophy, nor the critical rules 
of ſyllogiſm, but thoſe fundamental notices that God hath 
planted in our fouls ; whereby we know that every thing 
is made for an end, and every thing is directed to its end 
by certain rules; theſe rules in creatures of underſtanding 
and choice, are laws, and in tranſgreſſing theſe is vice, and [ 
in obeying theſe is virtue. As for arguments from ſcripture 
againſt the uſe of reaſon, it is alledged, that God will deſtroy 1 
the wiſdom of the wiſe, and that the world by wiſdom knew | 
not God; but by this wiſdom is not meant the reaſon of | 
mankind, but the traditions of the Jews, the philoſophy 
of the diſputing Greeks, and the policy of the Romans 
all which the apoſtle ſets at nought, becauſe they were 
contrary to the ſimplicity and holineſs, to the felf-denial ' 
and meekneſs of the goſpel. Secondly, it is faid, that the | 
natural man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of God, for | 
they are foolifhneſs to him, neither can he know them, be- 
_ cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned ; by which words nothing 
more is intended, than that a man, who is guided by na- 
tural reaſon, and is not enlightened by divine revelation, 
cannot underſtand matters of pure revelation, but he j 
thinks them abſurd and fooliſh until they are made known 
to him by the revelation of the ſpirit of God, and when 
they are ſo, nothing appears in the myſteries of religion 
but what is agreeable to the ſoundeſt reaſon, and the pu- 
reſt wiſdom. Thidly, it is urged, that our reaſon is very f 
liable to be miſled by our ſenſes and affections, by our in- 
tereſts and imaginations, ſo that many times we mingle | 
errors and falſe conceits with the genuine dictates of our 
minds, and appeal to them as the principles of truth When | 
they are the falſe concluſions of ignorance and miſtake. | 
All that can be inferred from hence is, that we ought not to | 
be too bold in defining ſpeculative and difficult ma' ters, | 
nor ſet our reaſonings againſt the doctrines of faith. But 
this doth not tend to the diſcredit of reaſon in the * 
| that 
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not conſidering the miſchief that will inevita- 
bly follow their not being ſubject to the ſacred 
direction of truth, by which means he becomes 
ſo inſenſible of ſhame and modeſty, that he 


breaks 


that is thoſe principles of truth which are written upon our 
fouls, for if we may not uſe our underſtanding, ſcripture 
itſelf will ſignify either nothing at all, or very little to us, 
and therefore to decry the uſe of reaſon is to introduce athe- 
iſm, for what greater advantage can the atheiſt have againſt 
virtue, than that reaſon is againſt the precepts of it ? This 
will make our religion depend upon a warm fancy, and 
an ungrounded belief, ſo that it can ſtand only till a new 
conceit alter the ſcene of imagination. We muſt either 
uſe our reaſon, ſays the learnd Bp. Cumberland, in the 
_—_ of the ſcriptures, or we have no reaſon to ſtudy them 
at all, nor need we fear any evil conſequences from ſuch a 
practice; for all the doctrines of revelation, when freed 
from the errors of the miſtaken, and the impoſition of the 
deſigning part of its votaries, and taken as they ſtand in 
the ſcriptures themſelves, free from all human figments, 
and unwarrantable deductions, will ſtand the teſt of rea- 
fon ; nor do I know, ſays this great prelate, a more diſ- 
advantageous idea that can be given of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, than to decry the uſe of reaſon in matters belonging 
thereto ; for does not that ſeem to imply, that it is an un- 
reaſonable ſcheme, as being what will not ſtand the teſt of 
reaſon. Several points indeed there are in it which we 
cannot comprehend, which yet, that they are ſo, we have 
very good reaſon to believe, though we cannot ſolve all 
difficulties, or anſwer all objections that may be ſtarted a- 
bout them, no more than we can explain, all the difficul- 
ties that occur about ſelf-exiſtence, eternity, and immen- 
fity ; which yet, we are very certain, are attributes that 
belong to ſome _ that really exiſts. Such are the dif- 
ficulties about the infinite diviſibility of ſpace, which yet 
is demonſtrated, and thoſe about liberty, of which we have 
the ſame proof that we have of our own conſciouſneſs. 
See Cum. de legibus natura, p. 167. Eng. tranſlation by 
Maxwel. Hartcliffe on moral and intellectual virtues, p. 


But 
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breaks through the bonds of human ſociety, 
bears down all before him, and does as much 
as in him lies, change the tribes of intelligent 
beings into herds of brutal creatures. When 


men have thus violently broke through the 


rules of rectitude, they involve themſelves in 
the utmoſt miſery, and, like beaſts of prey, 
do bite and devour one another; ſo that this 
world, which was deſigned for a habitation of 


righteouſneſs, is, by contumacious offenders, 


turned into a wilderneſs of wild, and deſperate 
ſavages, where neither the rights of God, nor 
the properties of men, can be preſerved from 
the inſolence of thoſe ſons of cruelty, and blood- 
thirſty libertines, who no more regard the lives 
of their fellow - creatures, than they do the lives 
of ſo many cannibals. 

Long indulged habits of ſin, enervate the 
ideas of virtue, blind our underſtanding, and 
prejudice our judgment in favour of vice, to 
ſuch a degree, that we become incapable of 
rightly uſing our rational faculties. This ſhould 
caution us againſt complying with any thing 
that is evil, leſt our precipitant wills, hurry us 
into the intricate mazes of error, and we be- 
come familiar with the deſtiuctive powers of 
iniquity. When men have gained an intima- 


2 cy 


But after what has been ſaid in defence of reaſon, and 
its uſefulneſs in matters of religion, if our faculties are fo 
impaired by the fall, and our underſtandings ſo darkened 
that we are incapacitated to diſcern our duty, and incapa- 
ble of performing it, religion is rendered uſcleſs, and rcve- 
lation of no ſervice to mankind. 


L 
| 
| 
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cy with the enemies of truth, they are often 
ſo corrupted with their poiſonous inſtructions, 
that the moſt moving intreaties are not ſuffi- 
cient to divert them from putting thoſe noxious 
principles in execution. If men are inflexibly 
bent upon purſuing wicked practices, the 
ſtrongeſt arguments loſe their weight, and effi- 
cacy, nor will the moſt powerful reaſoning al- 
ter their pernicious determinations: if they 
can accompliſh their horrid deſigns, they va- 
lue not how much they diſturb the quiet and 
happineſs of mankind. ; . 

Moreover, it is men's fond attachment to 
evil maxims, that cauſes them to loſe all ſenſe 
of their duty, and puts ambitious creatures up- 
on ſearching after ſuch devices, as are moſt 
likely to obtain their malignant deſires. Such 
perſons too frequently involve themſelves and 
their poſterity in the utmoſt extremity and 
diſtraction. And though I am very far from 
ſuppoſing, that all thoſe who contributed to- 
wards bringing on, and promoting, the troubles 
of Charles the firſt, did, at the beginning of 
thoſe troubles, act from any ſuch evil prin- 
ciples, or intended to deſtroy the king, or 
make this nation the ſeat of war, and oppreſ- 
fion : yet, it 1s greatly to be feared, by what 
followed, that the actions of the general part 
proceeded from no other views, than their 
own private intereſt and advancement to power. 
Becauſe, had honour and honeſty, the good 
of their country, and the advantage of their 

fellow- creatures, been the prevailing . ſpring 
5 
0 


1 
of action, they muſt have produced quite dif- 
ferent effects from what they did. For rea- 


ſon teaches, that the matter is ſo ordered by 
the wiſdom of providence, in the ordinary 
courſe of things, that virtuous principles do 
produce good actions, and vicious principles 
are the ſources of evil actions; this truth both 
reaſon and experience does abundantly con- 
firm *, Therefore, let us ſtrictly adhete to 
the practice of moral virtue, and never devi- 
ate from the rules of unalterable rectitude, 
but live in conſtant obedience to the profita- 
ble injunctions of our rational powers: be- 
cauſe theſe immutable rules, are the ſame at 
all times, and in all places; and we can no 
more change the relation we bear to God, and 
one another, than we can overturn or alter the 

. C 2 con- 


* Moral goodneſs, ſays the excellent Dr. Scor, is the 
great ſtamp and impreſs that renders men current in the 
eſteem of God. Whereas, on the contrary, the common 
brand by which hypocrites, and falſe pretenders to religion 
are ſtigmatized, is their being zealous for the poſitives, and 
cold and indifferent as to the morals of religion. Morality 
has been the end of all God's diſpenfations, from the be- 
ginning of the world, and will be obſerved by every vir- 
tuous mind, when all the ſolemn forms of religious wor- 
ſhip ſhall ceaſe. Love and charity will endure after time 
ſhall have finiſhed her courſe, and revolving ſeaſons (hall 
be no more ; when this great globe, with all its aſtoniſh- 
ing magnificence, ſhall loſe its beauty, and this grand and 
ſtupenduous fabric ſhall be totally deſtroyed ; piety and vir- 
tue will be the delightful employment of angels, and the 
everlaſting exerciſe of our glorified nature. So that how- 
ever ſome men may treat morality, yet it is what God 
principally requires of them, and therefore it ſhould be their 
chiefeſt concern, and the principal buſineſs of their lives, 
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conſtitution and natural order of the phyſical 
and moral ſyſtem. Beſides, there is nothin 
in this world, can make us abſolutely miſerable, 
except acting contrary to the order of the uni- 
verſe, and indulging perverſe diſpoſitions ; nei- 
ther is there any thing that can make us truly 
happy, but the continual obſervation of rational 
truths, and the exerciſe of ſuch duties as infi- 
nite wiſdom has appointed, to enforce the ob- 
ligation of them. The ſteady obſervance of 
thoſe rules, will preſerve that delightful har- 
mony of love and good-will, which ought to 
ſubſiſt among reaſonable beings, and we ſhall 
experience the benefits of thoſe invaluable bleſ- 
2 gs to our inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, and com- 
Ort. | 
- We muſt not permit our jarring paſſions to 
invade the dominion of reaſon, leſt they ſhould 
raiſe a mutiny in the mind, and ſuppreſs its 
divine authority. Did men but experimental- 
ly feel the ſatisfactory pleaſure of doing what is 
right, they would never be prevailed on to do 
any thing that is wrong. Our faithful adhe- 
rence to the dictates of reaſon, and the con- 
ſtant exerciſe of true religion, will create a di- 
vine harmony in the ſoul, and preſerve ſuch 
an awful ſenſe of the majeſty of God, as will 
diſpoſe us at all times readily to comply with, 
and heartily conform to the rule of doing to 
ethers as wwe would: they ſhould do unto us. By 
| theſe means the honour of the Deity is beſt 
vindicated, and the authority of his laws ſe- 
cured 'from contempt : the dignity of human 

£ naturc 
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nature is moſt ſtrongly ſupported, and the 
good government of ſociety is fixed on its 
ſtable foundation. This rule of equity fo im- 

moveably ſettles all mankind in their civil and 
religious rights, that the gratification of de- 
praved appetites, will never be able to deprive 
them of their bleſſed privileges, nor powerful 
enough to divert them from obeying the com- 
mands of their righteous Law-giver and divine 
Inſtructor. 

If men deſire to be happy, they muſt for- 
ſake their tranſgreſſions, change the corrupt 
inclinations of the heart, and live in conſtant 
ſubjection to the will of the all- comprehend- 
ing mind. This will reſtore the order of na- 
ture to its beauty, prevent us from falling in- 
to many deſtructive vices, and be an expedi- 
ent to preſerve us, not only from vaſt num- 
bers of temptations, with which we are fre- 
quently aſſaulted ; but alſo we ſhall feel the in- 

eſtimable happineſs of being poſſeſſed with a 

ſubſtantial good, and ſuch a durable felicity as 
can never be deſtroyed. Theſe things diſcover 
the folly of ſuch, as expect to enjoy, either pre- 
ſent peace or future bleſſedneſs, without diſ- 
charging faithfully the ſeveral duties they owe to 
God and their neighbour ; becauſe to act con- 
trary to thoſe laws, which the ſupreme Being 
has eſtabliſhed, is to deſtroy the deſign of our 
creation, and render ourſelves unworthy that 
eminent ſtation, in which providence has pla- 
ced us, by ſinking our natures into the low . 
condition of brutes. So that if we would ob- 


tain 


| 12 
tain true happineſs, or ſupport ourſelves in that 
honourable rank of beings we are in, it muſt 
be by ſtrictly obſerving thoſe rules of reaſon 
and conſcience, which are as durable as our 
natures, and determined by the bountiful au- 
thor of them, to be a guide and director to all 
his reaſonable creatures, during the longeſt pe- 
riod of time, and the endleſs Ages of eternity. 
Therefore, let none propoſe any inward peace 
to themſelves from ſenſual gratifications, or the 
performance of any thing but what is equitable 
and juſt ; becauſe tranquility of mind is only to 
be had by the exerciſe of virtue. If men would 
enjoy a laſting felicity, it muſt proceed from 
the exerciſe of religion, the ſenſe of their ma- 
ker's favour, and the hopes of being inveſted 
with a crown of unperiſhing glory. The ſatiſ- 
faction ariſing from the belief and practice of 
theſe things, will alleviate the weight of every 
trouble, and abide by us, when the fervour of 
the affections ſhall grow cold, and languid ; vir- 
tye will be a reviving light within, when all is 
dark and gloomy without. 

Were men but univerſally reſolved to obey 
the command mentioned in the text; the plan 
of God's moral government would be perfect- 
ly reſtored. The great end of our redemption 
by Chriſt entirely anſwered, and all mankind 
would live in unity and love, and this would be 
what providence intended it to be, a paradiſe 


of rational pleaſures, and a kingdom of ſocial 
and benign beings. 


Thus 


_ [23] | 

Thus I have ſhewn, that all the real pleaſure 
which is to be had in this life, is by the conſtant 
diſcharge of our duty; and that all the malevo- 
lence and want of good will towards one ano- 
ther, mult be aſcribed to our diſregarding that 
chriſtian precept, of dozng as we defire to be done 
by. For which reaſon, let us baniſh out of our 
minds acrimony and bitterneſs of ſpirit, and 


bury in oblivion all our party-quarrels and de- 
bates. If men would but eradicate all thoſe 
malignant roots of contention, they no longer 
would diſpute ſo vehemently about the exter- 
nals of religion, but all unite as one man, and 
ſtrive who ſhall exert himſelf moſt, in the cauſe, 
of internal piety, in the love of God and our 
neighbour, which is the life and ſoul, the eſ- 
ſence and ſpirit of all true religion *, I ſpeak 

it 


* Were men more zealous for the intereſt of virtue, and 
for promoting the important duties of morality, they would 
be leſs anxious about unprofitable ſpeculations, and needleſs 
inquiries into matters of religion, the indulging of which, 
| ſerves only to feed mens pride, and add fuel to the flames of 
contention ; till at length they become ſo exceſſively fond 
of fruitleſs queſtions, that they diſparage the practical truths 
of the goſpel, and overlook the bright image of Chriſt, as 
not worthy their notice or regard. For while their thoughts 
are employed on intricate diſputations, and ſubtlediſtinEions, 
they puzzle themſelves, and diſtract others, take off their 
attention from the one thing needful, and from obſerving 
the eſſential parts of religion, that is, ſuch parts as provoke 
to love and good works, and make us wiſe unto everlaiting 
ſalvation. Search the bible throughout, and you ſhall not 
find one promiſe made to knowledge or wiſdom, abſtracted 
from the practice of real goodneſs and internal picty. Ac- 
tion, is that which muſt crown all our ſtudies, and what our 
bleſſed law-giver ſaid to his diſciples, is true of every chrifti- 
an; If ye know cheſe things, happy are: je do them,” 
therefare 
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it with great concern, and do verily believe, if 
the teachers of the ſeveral denominations of 
chrittians, did leſs inſiſt on the ſingular doctrines, 
and peculiar forms of their own ſect, and were 
more ardent in inculcating the plain truths of 
the goſpel, and the obſervance of - univerſal 
righteouſneſs, and diſintereſted benevolence, de- 
bauchery and prophaneneſs, would ſoon decline, 
and we ſhould quickly fee honeſty, and fincerity, 
abound among us. Therefore, let us not make 
ritual ſervices equally ſacred with God and 
goodneſs, extenſive mercy and love; becauſe, 
withoet the exerciſe of theſe amiable and mo- 
ral virtues, all our pretences to religion are but 
a fraudulent maſk, drawn over the moſt ſhame- 
ful and flagrant hypocriſy. 

Let us not deal deceitfully with God, before 
whoſe awful tribunal we ſhall all be ſhortly 
ſummoned to appear, or imagine that we can 
conceal our iniquities, from his penetrating eye, 


which pervades the world, and ſearches the 


moſt private receſſes of our ſouls, or act treache- 

rouſly with our brethren, but do, in all re- 

ſpects, by them, as we would have them do by 

us; leſt ſome unforeſeen ſtroke from the hand 

of providence, ſhould ſuddenly come upon 5 
| ifs | an 


therefore let us not be wiſe above what is written, but con- 
tent ourſelves with what God has revealed, and no longer 


- waſte our time under colour of unfolding the ſecrets of 


providence, or explaining the inexplicable myſteries of re- 


ligion. In this ſtate of moral diſcipline, and probation, it 


would diſcover infinitely greater wiſdom in us, to learn and 
practiſe our duty, than to ſpend our valuable moments, 
about uncertain, and unprofitable conjectures. 
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and in the midſt of our diſſimulation, plunge 
us into a miſerable and woful eternity. 

Let us uſe all poſſible means to preſerve peace 
and unanimity in our borders, that we may be 
kind and affectionate to thoſe, who differ from 
us in matters of religion, and treat them with 
the ſame candour and love, which we deſire 
they ſhould treat us with, were we in their ſi- 
tuation; for we axe all dependent beings, from 
him-that wields the ſceptre, to him that ſwings 
the flail; all are the children of one common 
parent, who has made of one blood, all the na- 
tions of the earth; ſo that the moſt conſidera- 
ble creature can no more continue in being than 
the minuteſt, independent of God, who is the 
original of all cauſes, and fountain of all perfec- 
tion : therefore let us not only adore his good- 
neſs for cloathing us with exiſtence, but act 
ſuitably to that ſtation, in which the wiſdom of 
providence has placed us ; becauſe this will beſt 
diſcover the ſenſe of our dependency on him, 
and of his power and benignity in our preſer- 
vation and proteCtion. 

If we defire to enjoy the bleſſings of peace, 
and continue in the poſſeſſion of our civil and 
religious rights, we muſt, abhor and abominate 
the fin of rebellion, and pay all dutiful allegi- 
ance to our gracious ſovereign King GEORGE, 
whom the benevolent father of the univerſe 
has in his great mercy placed upon the throne 


of theſe kingdoms. A prince whoſe reſplen- 


dent virtues, and excellent qualities, can only be 
equaled by a few, but are not to be excelled by 
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any, who has all the juſtice in his nature that 
injured innocence can with for, and all the 
benignity, that penitent offenders can implore ; 
but none of that revengeful cruelty which hur- 
ries delinquents to judgment, or any of that 
unſeaſonable compaſſion and lenity for the in- 
corrigible, which muſt neceſſarily intercept the 
ſtreams of juſtice, and hinder them from flow- 
ing in the right channel : a prince, who not on- 
ly takes care to reward his faithful friends, but 
is allo more aſſiduous in ſecuring the liberties 
of his people, than in preſerving the prerogative 
of the crown. During his auſpicious reign, not 
one inſtance can be produced of his having acted 
by deſpotic authority; but all his proceedings 
are by the rules of parliament, as being the 
moſt ſure method to ſupport the ſubject in his 
undoubted privileges, and tranſmit the conſti- 
tution ſafe, with all its ancient rights, down to 
poſterity. Therefore, let us give him our hearts 
and affections, for ſo long as we ſtedfaſtly ad- 


here to his mild and juſt adminiſtration, we can 


have nothing to fear from him ; all the evil that 
we have to fear, is from our inteſtine heats, and 
unhappy diviſions among ourſelves. Theſe are 
the things which weaken the intereſt of our 
friends, ſtrengthen the hands of our enemies, 
and expoſe us to the inſult of popery and ar- 
bitrary power, by which means we become an 
. eaſy prey to the wrath of mercileſs princes : 
and it muſt be confeſſed, with ſhame too, that 
the tury of envious prieſts, hath often joined with 
kings to erect bloody inquiſitions, thoſe ſacred 
ſlaughter- 


. 
ſlaughter-houſes, the walls of which are con- 
ſcious upon what ſlight occaſions, fires of mar- 
tyrdom are kindled, and millions murdered, 
under pretence of zeal for the glory of God, 
and an ardent deſire to promote the welfare of 
the pretended catholick church. So that if 
ever a prince of the Ramiſb communion, ſhould 
wear the Britiſh crown, which God grant that 
none ever may, the church of England, which 
was always looked upon as the bulwark of the 
reformation, and a ſanctuary to protect diſtreſ- 
ſed proteſtants, would be the firſt that muſt 
fall a ſacrifice to papal cruelty. 

In fine, let us make it appear to the whole 
world, that we are, what we pretend to be, 
hearty friends to the illuſtrious 2 of Han- 
ober; that we do believe indeed, what we 
have in the moſt ſolemn manner, ſworn we do 
believe, that the powers that be, are ordained 
of God, and that the ſole right is in his pre- 
ſent majeſty, and that there is none in any o- 
ther perſon, and this we have declared to be 
our belief, in the moſt plain, and obvious ſenſe 
of the words of the oath, upon the faith and 
belief of a chriſtian. 

Let us not, therefore, by any ſort of vile 
and monſtrous prevarication, make the ſo- 
lemneſt ties, that the wiſdom of man can find. 
out, no ties at all; let us not reſiſt the ordi- 
nance of God, but follow peace with all men, 
and holineſs *, without which no man ſhall ſee 


D 2 the 


* Let none then imagine that preſuming on the ſacrifice 
of Chriſt will atone for impenitent tranſgreſſors, or that 


aſſenting 
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28 
the Lord; and make no proviſion for the fleſh 
to fulfil the luſt thereof; nor allow ourſelves 
in any corrupt, or criminal indulgencies ; for 
where ſin and iniquity are cherifhed, or kept 
| alive, 
aſſenting to the truths of the goſpel, will free men from acts 


of charity and munificence, or from uſing their beſt ef- 


forts to conquer worldly defires, and keep off its impure 
ſolicitations ; No, religion muft be our own act, or we 
{hall receive no benefit from it ; God has furniſhed us with 
ſufficient powers to diſcharge our duty, and therefore, he 
expects thoſe powers ſhould be employed to his glory, which 
is the chief happineſs, and final ſalvation of man. 

Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for whatſoever a 
man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap ; The pretence of being 
cloathed with Chriſt's righteouſneſs, while we continue 
deceitful or unjuſt, will ſignify no more to our happineſs 
than it would to be cloathed with the richeſt apparel, while 
we are tortured with the gout, or racked with the ſtone, 
or any other acute pain; for ſo long as fin reigns in the 
foul we ſhall feel its ſmart, and go where we will, ſhall 
not only carry with us a ſevere ſcourge, but deprive our- 
icives alſo of that ſalutary principle, which would comfort 


us in every calamity of life, and ſupport us, when under the 
immediate apprehenſions of death. 


Moreover, the ſupeme director, and awful judge of the 
world, has peremptorily declared that he will not beftow the 
privileges of his ſpiritual kingdom upon any, but ſuch as tru- 
ly obey the laws thereof, and conform to that rectitude of 
mind, which is of eternal, and of immutable obligation, 
becauſe juſtice and fidelity, mercy and love, are the ſum 
and ſubitance, the eſſence and ſpirit of all true religion; 
tor the defence whereof, all poſitive inſtitutions were prin- 
cipally intended, and for the reſtoration whereof, all re- 
vealed religion was ultimately deſigned, and therefore all 
doctrines, whatſoever, ſupported by what pretence of rea- 
fon or authority ſoever, if they are inconſiſtent with, or 
prejudicial to the rules of virtue, and morality, are as ab- 
ſolutely falſe as God almighty is true. 

* Preſumptuous offenders may value themſelves upon an 
imaginaty knowledge of God's decrees, and underſtnad- 
ing the ſurprizing methods, and unfathomable depths of 

| providence. 
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alive, there will be perpetually ſtrife and en- 
vyings, confuſion, and every evil work, Let 
us ſtudy to lead quiet and peuceable lives in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. This will form in __ 
| minds 


providence, ſeparate from the practice of virtue, but as 
{ure as the goſpel is true, no ſuch pretenfions to wiſdom, or 
knowledge, will be of any benefit to them at that tremen- 
dous period, the righteous judgment of God, when he 
ſhall fix the decifive doom of every creature, by eternally 
baniſhing impenitent ſinners from his preſence, and final- 
ly inveſting every virtuous mind with a glorious 'crown of 
immortality : and therefore, if . goſpel precepts are ſo in- 
terpreted, that they undermine the invariable rules of recti- 
tude, they are perverted ; or if its doctrines are fo.:epreſent- 
ed as to be of any ſervice to ſinners, without repentance and 

the exerciſe of morality, they are abuſed and blaſphemed. 
The great buſineſs of chriſtianity, is to change our hearts 
and reſtore our depraved natures to their primitive purity and 
perfection, without this all the bleflings of heaven and earth 
are not ſufficient to make us happy : for while our minds 
are debauched with unreaſonable luſts, and our ſouls de- 
filed with impure paſſions, we muſt be miſerable, notwith- 
ſtanding all that God hath done for us. Miſery is fo eſſen- 
tial to ſin, and ſo oppoſite to the divine purity, that we may 
as well be men, without being reaſonable, as ſinful men 
without being miſerable. By which it is evident, that the 
end of publiſhing the goſpel, this divine benevolent ſyſtem 
of mercy, was to diſpenſe God's greateſt bleflings to man- 
kind, and the greateſt bleſſing, that we can receive from 

God, is to be redeemed from our iniquittes, that we ma 
walk in newneſs of life, and be made partakers of the 
divine nature. Hence the appellation of Jeſus was given 
him by the direction of an angel, ſignifying that he ſhould 
fave his people from their fins. This undertaking was fo 
tranſcendantly great, that none in heaven or earth was 
eſteemed worthy to be employed in it, but the ever bleſſed 
Son of God, and therefore this was the principal bufinefs 
of his life, and the center in which all his ſufferings and 
actions met, that we might be inſpired with a holy emula- 
tion, and purſue our duty with the utmoſt vigour and a- 
lacrity. Chriſt by his offering is ſaid to purge our conſci- 
| ences 
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minds a due ſubmiſſion to the Divine Will, cre- 
ate a moſt ſincere and friendly harmony among 
ourſelves, and eſtabliſh the moſt generous and 
extenſive munificence to one another. 


When 


ences from dead works to ſerve the living God, and un- 
leſs his death has this bleſſed effect upon us, and we live un- 
der the divine influences; it is not all the merit of his 
blood, nor the efficacy of his ſacrifice, that can ſilence the 
ſevere rebukes of conſcience, or deliver us from the direful 
puniſhment of fin, either in this world or in the next. 

Would you ſave your fouls from peidition, and enjoy 
preſent peace and future felicity, you muſt abandon the 
foul and ſlippery ways of vice, and walk in the ſafe and 
beautiful paths of virtue, or otherwiſe, whatever Chriſt 
has done upon earth, or is now doing in heaven, will be 
ſo far from forwarding your happineſs, that it will prove 
an aggravation of your miſery, and greatly increaſe and 
inhance your condemnation ; for if there be ſuch a hap- 
pineſs reſerved in heaven, as the ſacred writers deſcribe, then 
doubtleſs if we expect to be partakers of it, we muſt be in- 
ternally good, and ſincerely upright in our profeſſion, or we 
ſhall never enter the celeſtial paradiſe ; becauſe, he that is 
the donor of this bleſſedneſs, is a God that ſearcheth the 
heart, and trieth the reins, is a curious obſerver of our 
thoughts, and the moſt retired ſprings of action, and con- 
ſequently will reward us, not according to that we ſeem to 
be, but according to what we really are. 

We may poſlibly acquire a favourable opinion of men, 
and be greatly intereſted in their affections, by diſguiſing 
ourſelves with the form of godlineſs, and by our ſpecious pre- 
tenſions to piety ; but remember, that the God with whom 
we have to do, ſees through all the coverings of hypocri- 
ſy, and the ſuperficial performances of religion: ſo that 
however artfully men may conceal their vices, or cover 
their villanies with the ſolemn appearance of ſanCtity, yet 
their diſſimulations are ever open to God's all- ſeeing eye, 


which makes them appear more deformed, and more deteſt- 


able in his ſight, who requires truth in the inward parts. 
Would we then approve ourſelves to God, and avoid the 
bitter reproaches of conſcience, we muſt throw off the w_ 
m 
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When we are thus happily qualified to be 
uſeful members of ſociety, then will God Al- 
mighty delight to do us good, make us happy 
in ourſelves, great in our king, and we ſhall 
be the glorious inſtruments of eſtabliſhing, in 
this our iſland, peace and happineſs, truth and 
juſtice, real religion, and undiſſembled piety, 
to the lateſt generations. The obſervation of 
the aforeſaid duties would have prevented all 
the miſeries, and miſchieſs that are in the 
world; and the practiſing this unexceptiona- 
ble rule of doing to others as we would have 
them do to us, will procure us peace and tran- 
quility here, and prepare us for thoſe immenſe 
regions of light, in the boundleſs realms of fu- 
turity, where nothing that is falſe or treache- 
rous, cruel, or inhuman, has entered, or ever 
will enter. 


The conſideration of theſe things, ſhould 
make us act agreeable to this divine model; 
that we may come to God with a heart pu- 


rified 


maſks of deceit, and cultivate integrity of heart and life, and 
a mind alienated from an inordinate love of the world, and 
all the pleaſures and vanities thereof, without this there is 
nothing elſe will recommend us to God, or procure us a 
rational hope in his mercy, for religion dwells not in exter- 
nal ſolemnities, but has its temple ſeated in the heart, and 
reſides in the inmoſt receſſes of the ſoul, therefore chriſti- 
ans ſhould aim at inward purity, and make it the conſtant 
object of their deſires, or they will ſo deceive their own 
ſouls, that they will ſink under the weight of their iniqui- 
ties, and into the unfathomable depths of deſtruction. 
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rified from evil. All who thus come ſhall find 

comfort here, be introduced to the pure aſ- 

ſembly above, and reſt cternally in the ſpaci- 

ous realms of glory, and in the regions of un- 
interrupted felicity. 


Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invi/i- 
ble, inconcervabl el and almi ghty being, the 
only wiſe God, * all honour and glory, adoration 
pe nk, through Chrift Jeſus, for ever and 


ever. Amen, 


—— 
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